
  

Anti-Racism: Reading/Watching/Listening List 

List Shared by Emily Joselson 10/13/20 

Read: 

 Nikole Hannah-Jones’ 6/30/20 article in NYTimes Magazine --  
What is Owed?” -- is an excellent, comprehensive place to start.  
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/06/24/magazine/reparations-slavery.html  

o If listening is easier for some, you can get the gist of this article, and perhaps a 
way into reading it, by listening to her podcast:  A Call For Reparations: Nikole 
Hannah-Jones On The Wealth Gap from Fresh Air on Apple Podcasts. 
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/fresh-air/id214089682?i=1000479475920 

 Isabel Wilkerson’s 7/1/20 article in NYTimes Magazine – “America’s Enduring Caste 
System” – is a deeper dive and an excellent follow up article to Hannah-Jones’ article, 
above.  https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/01/magazine/isabel-wilkerson-caste.html  

Watch: 

 Against All Odds: The Fight For the Black Middle Class:  Acclaimed journalist Bob 
Herbert explores the often heroic efforts of black families to pursue the American dream 
in the face of unrelenting barriers.  https://www.pbs.org/video/chasing-dream-against-all-
odds-full-film/  

 13th:  Documentary by Ava Duvernay about the history of criminal “justice” in our 
country.  Available on Netflix.   

 True Justice: Bryan Stevenson's Fight for Equality:  Another amazing documentary 
available on Netflix, all about Stevenson, the Equal Justice Initiative, and the two major 
museums EJI has opened in Montgomery. 

Listen: 

 Some great (and shorter) podcasts or videos, again in no particular order, which may be 
more palatable and practical, time-wise, as a place to start, and which might inspire us to 
want to read the books listed below: 

o A blueprint for reparations in the US | William "Sandy" Darity from TED Talks 
Daily on Apple Podcasts. https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/ted-talks-
daily/id160904630?i=1000484981723 

o Racism has a cost for everyone (Heather C. McGhee | TEDWomen 2019): 
https://www.ted.com/talks/heather_c_mcghee_racism_has_a_cost_for_everyone?
utm_source=tedcomshare&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=tedspread  
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o Listen to Isabel Wilkerson — This History is Long; This History Is Deep from On 
Being with Krista Tippett on Apple Podcasts. 
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/on-being-with-krista-
tippett/id150892556?i=1000478512360 

o Listen to James McBride on Race, Religion and Why He's Hopeful from It's Been 
a Minute with Sam Sanders on Apple Podcasts. 
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/its-been-a-minute-with-sam-
sanders/id1250180134?i=1000478145830 

o Listen to Poet Eve Ewing Connects 1919 Chicago Riots To Today from Fresh Air 
on Apple Podcasts. https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/fresh-
air/id214089682?i=1000478085826 

o Listen to A Call For Reparations: Nikole Hannah-Jones On The Wealth Gap from 
Fresh Air on Apple Podcasts. https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/fresh-
air/id214089682?i=1000479475920  

More Reading (Books): 

 Waking Up White, by Debby Irving.  Written by a white New Englander, like many of 
us, it is a great starting point to learn the history – not just of Jim Crow, but all the formal 
federal and state programs from which Black and brown folks were systematically 
excluded, resulting in the great wealth gap (and so many other gaps) in our country. 

 The Warmth of Other Suns, by (Pulitzer Prize winning) Isabel Wilkerson.  This 
majestic and beautify book brings to life the history of the great migration of Black 
Americans away from the de jure discrimination and violence of the Jim Crow south, 
along the train lines and highways to the northeast, Midwest and western US, and to the 
equally effective and equally violent de facto discrimination of the north. 

 Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption, by Bryan Stevenson.  Stevenson’s 
book explains his own journey from a Black family in the south, to Harvard Law, and 
eventually to his founding of Montgomery’s Equal Justice Initiative, providing legal 
representation to prisoners who may have been wrongly convicted, poor prisoners 
without effective representation, and others who may have been denied a fair trial. 

 The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness, by Michelle 
Alexander, a highly acclaimed civil rights lawyer, advocate, & legal scholar, takes a 
deeper dive into the issues raised in, for instance, 13th . 

 Between the World and Me, by Ta-Nehisi Coates.  Virtually, a letter by a Black man to 
his growing son, giving “the talk” every Black family has to give to their Black sons 
about how to understand the world and try survive in it. 

 White Fragility, by Robin DiAngelo.  A great book about why we are so friggin 
defensive and angry and scared to engage in these deep dives into our country’s 
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foundational history of institutional racism.  [Note, she’s recently come under some 
legitimate criticism, e.g., 
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/07/dehumanizing-condescension-white-
fragility/614146/ ] 

 How to be an Anti-Racist, by Ibram Kendi.  Maybe the deepest dive, once our minds 
have been fully blown open, as to how it isn’t enough to not “be racist.” 

 Chasing the Scream: The First and Last Days of the War on Drugs, by English writer 
and journalist Johann Hari, examines the history and impact of drug criminalization, 
collectively known as "the War on Drugs."  

 

Also from Emily Joselson, conveyed separately via e-mail on 10/14/20: 
 http://bit.ly/DefundPoliceVideo 
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